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K-Pop's Audio-Visual Narrative Strategy and Global Expansion
: Focusing on NETFLIX's "K-Pop: Demon Hunters;
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K-pop has emerged as a central force in 21st-century global popular culture, evolving beyond a musical genre into a complex multimedia experience that
integrates visual, emotional, and cultural dimensions. From music videos and stage performances to fashion, social media content, K-pop is fundamentally
constructed through audio-visual strategies that foster immersive engagement and transnational fan participation. This transformation has enabled K-pop to function
not merely as music but as an interactive cultural product grounded in narrative, character, and world-building. In this context, the 2025 Netflix animated K-pop:
Demon Hunters presents a compelling example of K-pop’s strategic expansion into the animation genre. The series centers on a K-pop girl group that leads a double
life as demon slayers by night, blending the performative aesthetics of idol culture with fantasy storytelling. Through this hybrid narrative, the series reimagines
K-pop’s distinctive visual and sonic codes within an animated medium, reflecting the genre’s increasing role as a transmedia cultural framework. This study
analyzes the audio-visual narrative strategies embodied in K-pop: Demon Hunters, exploring how K-pop functions as a globally consumable content form with
aesthetic and narrative versatility. Furthermore, it investigates how K-pop is extending into various digital media platforms—including animation, games, webtoons,
and the metaverse—through media mix strategies that emphasize shared universes and participatory storytelling. Ultimately, this research argues that K-pop is

evolving into a sustainable cultural brand that transcends musical boundaries by constructing new ecosystems of narrative-based global content.
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